Weekly Mailing System

Within VS-TrEx 1.3.8 series of traffic exchange software

Copyright © 2006, Richard F. Parker and VariSearch. All rights reserved.
The content of this file is restricted to legitimate licensors of VS-TrEx software.



Overview: Why send a newsletter?

General: One of your responsibilities as a webmaster is to send out a ‘statistical newsletter’ each week. This
process does a couple things:

For people with referrals, it gives them their Downline surfing bonus

For sites that give bonus credits for the top 25 surfers, this calculates and pays those surfers

This updates the “Top-25 surfers this week”, and “Top-25 all time surfers” lists

It also provides a vehicle where you can advertise, or sell advertising space

It reminds readers they are part of your site, which can sometimes remind them to become more active.

M

The number 1 suggestion on newsletters is to do it on the same day every week.

Some people who know me will snicker at that, because I have often sent out newsletters late. I pay for that,
because when consistency drops off, so does readership. Don’t make my mistake: pick a day and stick to that
day.

Remember that newsletters are text, not HTML

We’ve had several webmasters trip over this... since the preview is displayed on a web page, it “looks like”
html will work in a newsletter. Sorry, but 1.3.any version of VS-TrEx only generates text newsletters. That’s
one less thing for spam/bulk filters to complain about. [We will be adding an html option in a later
1.4.something version.]

Before getting into the details, some notes about configurations:

The newsletter depends on a series on configurations to do what it does. It needs information on #/levels of
referral, Downline surfing percentage, and Top-25 surf bonus.

Levels of referral are configured in 2 places:

0 Core Controls/Appearance/Member Pages/Member Levels — each record here has a “Referral
Levels” field, which shows how many levels (Level 1 is direct referral) are qualified for surf
bonuses.

0 Individual member records can override this value. If you want to make sure all members are
using the same values, click on the link near the top of Core Controls/Appearance/Member
Pages/Member Levels. This will force all users to have the appropriate values in their local
record. [see image on next page]

Percentage of surfing given to member:

0 In the same place as mentioned above, there is a ‘bonus’ field on the referrals line. This number

is a percentage, expressed as decimal. So 0.03 is 3% of surfing by all Downline members
Bonus based on top-25 surfing:

0 In trexvars.php, there is the following line (by default):

0 S$RiderBonus = 1; // this gives 10% of surfing to top-25 surfers when list is built

0 Setting this to zero blocks the high-volume surfer bonus

Email footer: This allows you to configure what shows up at the bottom of the email.



Working on member level information for referral levels and percentages:

e Site appearance & content
' Tr' EX' Members' area pages

Get your hits on track with TrEzR!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Public Pages Members' area pages Default Entries
Login Text Token Shop Text Member Levels Email Footer

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

Hint: Click on the Leve! # to edit an entry

If you change the level values, apply them to all current users: here

Signup Monthly
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See the link that says “apply them to all current users: here”? That is how you force the values in this table into
the members’ private settings. Normally, you only need to run this link if you change entries in this table.

To manage values for a specific level, click on the Lv. # (Level Number). For instance, clicking on the “0”
produces:
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Site appearance & content
Tr Ex Members' area pages

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Public Pages Members' area pages Default Entries
Login Text Token Shop Text Member Levels Email Footer

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

Modify membership level info

Level # : EI Description : |Passenger | B
Auto Surf: 5z Timer : Ratio:
Manual Surf: y5)e; Tirmer : Ratio:
Referrals: Bonus ¢ Multiplier : Don't change this
Monthly Bonus @ 100 Signup Bonus : D Must Surf :
Adve:i;ilslj:g: 750 Max # fSites : Max W.5's : EI

Il

Monthly Surfing :




For purposes of the mailings, the two fields that are critical are the first two columns of the “Referrals” row.

*  “Levels” is how many levels of referrals are permitted (1 being direct-referrals only).
*  “Bonus” is the percentage of surfing given to the member for Downline members’ surfing each week.
So in this case, a Passenger Level gets 3% of all surfing up to 5 levels down.

Important note: If you wish to use Pay Pal as a payment processor, you should note that they no longer permit
merchants to provide referrals more than one level deep. If you violate this, Pay Pal can suspend your Pay Pal
account. So either set all levels to 1 referral level, or plan to not use Pay Pal as a payment processor.

Okay, that was a bit of a convoluted side-trip, but hopefully it will help you understand how the newsletter
generator works out the figures it sends to the end-users.

Managing the footer at the bottom of outgoing emails
The email footer is configurable through core controls/appearance/members area/Email Footer:

(I Site appearance & content

' Tr' EX' Members' area pages

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Public Pages Members' area pages Default Entries
Login Text Token Shop Text Member Levels Email Footer

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

Text block that prints at the bottom of all member emails

Thi=z has been a message from TrEx.WarifSearch. If you need
to contact us for any reason, send mail to
richpl@warisearch. com.

Thi=z is not splm: This is a mailing you agreed to receive
when you signed up for a TrEx. VarifSearch membership.

If you believe you received this mail in error, please
forward the entire message tCo abusefvarisearch.com, and we
will lock into it.

If yvou no longer wish to receive information from us,
simply log in and close your account.
http://trex. varizearch. com

Text to display on login

Bemminder: to put the user's id in (for offer links, etc), use %

Thiz has beeh a message from TrEx.VWarifearch. If you neesd to
contact us for any reason, send mail to richpAwarisearch. com.

This i= not splm: This is a mailing you agreed to receiwve when you
sigmed wp for a TrEx.Varifearch membership.

If wou beliewe you receiwed this mail in error, please forward the
entire message to abusefwarisearch.com, and we will look into it.

If vwou no lokhger wish to receiwe information from us, zimply log in
and close your account.

rite text file w

Simply put the text you want into the box, and click ‘write text file’ at the bottom. The page will redisplay with
the new text. Note: bracket codes will NOT work in the footer... everything needs to be spelled out.



On to the details of the weekly newsletter run.

Go to core controls/activities/weekly mailing:

< : a:‘ -: : ~

Member activities
' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

Weekly Mailing system
Can be used for other mailing

Iastructions: For weelkly mailings, run top three functions in order, with exact same date range, OO NOT include TODAT's
date (2006-06-19) in the range, The end dates must match for statistics to calculate properly.

Description of function Link

Prepare Weekly Top Surfers List with bonuses Do it!
Update all-time Top Surfers List Do it!
Update Total Referral Counts Do it!

Mailing - after all above steps have been run

[ include Member Statistics from |2006-06-12 through 2006-06-14

Users by...
® 1D | ‘

(O status | ) Members with activity Call registered members

Subject: | |

Message below:

Reminders:

[%=#: O=handle, 1=name,
Z2=webm'r

[%%-: row of dashes

[#%=: row of equal signs

[%:I: id # of recipient

[%U: user info dump

[%:F: narrmal anti-spam footer
[%I: id of user

This page was laid out to run in order: Top to bottom. Click the first link (Prepare weekly top surfers list with

bonuses):



LLZll

Member activities
' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities

Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related
User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.
Prepare weekly top surfers list with bonuses

Start Date: |2006-06-12 (Vypp-mm-ad) End Date: | 2006-06-18 (Vyyp-rnm-dd)
Test / Don't Save results: [

Generate TopList 1

Return to main core menu,

Note the dates will auto-generate as ‘yesterday’ through ‘a week ago’. If you do the newsletter on the same day
each week, you won’t have to do any calendar math. If you need to ‘test’, or just want to look at values without
saving, click the ‘test’ checkbox. Either way, click the Generate TopList 1 button.

T Member activities

' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

89 - vs-ten interface - 22055 - 22055

1893 - {no handle) - 16319 - 1223925
1416 - http:Afwww,search.egya.com - 16288 - 12216
2218 - monike - 15999 - 1199925

1875 - wh3dcz004 - 12507 - 9605.25

2172 - wictribute - 10741 - 3055.75

2225 - makingcomputers.net - 9700 - 7275
1810 - chris5 - 9657 - 7242.75

2171 - wodao91l - 9647 - 7235.25

1774 - fronbl - 9441 - 7434 .75

1632 - clayton - 9296 - 6972

1910 - nicene - 8368 - 6276

2252 - youth - G352 - 6264

2219 - ypmaill - 7662 - 5746.5

2230 - raves - 6701 - 5025.75

1866 - {no handle) - 6501 - 4875.75

2187 - Pauls - 6106 - 4808.25

234 - http:/fwww, StormOfCash.com/ind - 5674 - 5955
2279 - smilefgh - 5129 - 3846.75

22 - dehawkinz - 4973 - 7310.8

868 - Best Free Traffic - 4511 - 4511

1914 - lxecxw - 4413 - 3309.75

1857 - e_monline - 4095 - 3225

1904 - {no handle) - 4076 - 3057

223Z - parson3 - 3924 - 2943

Tatal sites {top 25): 222435

Total sites (top 50): 293625

Tatal sites (all): 347071

passdata.htm has been written

Return to main core menu

To keep things simpler, instead of clicking on the ‘return’ link at the bottom, re-click on the weekly mailing
menu item, and proceed to the second link “Update all-time top surfers list”



LLZll

Member activities
' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities

Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

Prepare all-time top surfers list

Test / Don't Save results: [

Generate TopList 2 [all time]

Return to main core menu,

Again, you have the test option. Click on the generate button

LLZll

Member activities
' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

89 - vs-ten interface - 3983442

1 - richp - 1700772

45 - blanco - 1008661

22 - dehawkinz - 914759

2 - jan - 884415

1416 - http:/fwww . search.egya.com - 529433
93 - winfreeads - 528090

66 - revjoybunny - 517652

644 - khillds - 510460

234 - http:/fwww StormofCash.comyind - 487529
257 - weoow?5 - 417087

710 - cozy - 355559

366 - (no handle) - 330864

174 - joinus - 294484

1677 - gang - 293700

863 - Best Free Traffic - 292672
102 - wenjian51 - 261419

423 - GATORDRUMS - 242364
1810 - chris5 - 231213

1918 - Ixecxw - 215522

1893 - {no handle) - 208664

§39 - Metal Dog Security - 190811
142 - danz - 188301

1126 - bargains_portal - 185364
157 - ecahoon - 184982

Total sites (top 25): 14955249

Taotal sites (all): 26205172

allpassdata.htm has been written

Return to main core menu

Click on the ‘weekly mailing” menu item, and then click the “update total referral counts™ link.




LLZ

Member activities
' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

Start Date: |2006-06-12 {yppy-mm-add) End Date: | 2006-06-18 {¥ppp-mm-ad)

Build Referral Table

Return to main core menu.

Important: If you are running on non-standard dates (such as running the newsletter a day late) you must
MAKE ABSOLUTELY SURE that the start and end date here, match EXACTLY the start and end date you
will use for statistics. If the dates don’t match, referral counts will be zero, and no bonuses will be given.

Click on the ‘Build Referral Table” button.

L Member activities
' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing
Get your hits on track with TrEx!
Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related
User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.
Starting referral build for 2006-06-12 through 2006-06-18
Usr: -1:
e Levell: 79 @ 39041.350
e Level 2 : 0@ 0,000
e Level 3:0 @ 0,000
s Leveld : 0@ 0.000
e Level5: 0@ 0,000
e Level6:0 @ 0.000
& Level 7:0 @ 0,000
e Level3:0@ 0.000
Usr: 0
o Level1: 251 @ 40313.000
& Level2:0@ 0,000
e Level 3:0@ 0.000
s Leveld : 0@ 0,000
e Level5: 0@ 0,000
e« Level 6 : 0@ 0.000
e Level 7:0 @ 0,000
e Level3:0@ 0.000
Usr: 1
s Levell: 95 @ 27245.250
o Level 2166 @ 22479.000
e Level 3:39 @ 3637.500
& Leveld 15 @ 206,250
e Level5:2 @ 0.000
& Level & : 2@ 0,000
e Level 7 :1 @ 0.000
e Level2:1 @ 0,000
w

This list often takes a few seconds (3-10) to create if you have a decent user base (over 2,000 member entries).
When the page displays, the list is complete.



Back to Weekly Mailing menu link again. The data is all built, and it’s time to create your newsletter.

Here is a very basic newsletter layout you can use as a starting point for your own newsletter.

Instructions: For weekly mailings, run top three functions in arder, with exact same date range, DO NOT include TODAY's
date {2006-06-19) in the range. The end dates must match for statistics to calculate properly.

Description of function Link

Prepare Weekly Top Surfers List with bonuses Do it!

Update all-time Top Surfers List Do it!

Update Total Referral Counts Do it!

Mailing - after all above steps have been run

Include Member Statistics from |2006-06-12 thraugh 2006-06-18
Users by...

O
@Status @ Mernbers with activity O all registered members

Subject: | TtEx‘Weekly Statistics
Message below:

[%81, Reminders:

. . [%5#: O=handle, 1=name,

Here are your weekly Statisticsa: 2=webm'r
[%-: row of dashes

[%= [%=! row of equal signs

[51 [%I: id # of recipient

oF [%U: user info durmp

L% [%F: narrmal anti-spam footer

[%I:id of user

[] Do not add referral bonuses during mailing

Frewview Email

Return to main core menu,

Because this is a statistic newsletter, the top checkbox (“Include Member Statistics”) is checked.

Because this is a statistics newsletter, we’ve selected Users by Status + With Activity. [See notes 2 pages down
for more on this set of fields... they are slightly tricky until you understand them.]

The Subject goes in the email’s subject line.

The message body contains literal text, and “bracket codes”. Bracket codes let you enter a left-square bracket
and a few characters, which tell the software to insert specialized text, like the user’s name, for example. The
little table of “Reminders” to the right will tell you what each bracket code is, and what it does.

For your own safety, always end your messages with [%F (bracket code F)... this puts in an anti-spam footer,

identifying your site as the sender. The statistics are generated as part of the footer, so you MUST use [%F on
statistic emails.

Note that the button at the bottom says ‘preview email’... this gives you a chance to proof and edit your email
before it goes out.



L Member activities

' Tr ' Ex ' Weekly Mailing

Get your hits on track with TrEx!

Back Appearance Management Money Activities
Referral Contest Incentive Offers Weekly Mailing Current Surfing Surfing Related

User 1 - richard parker is logged in. Log out.

richard parker,

Here are your weekly Statistics:

User IDF : 1

"Handle" : richp

Full Name: richard parker

.. .8tatus: Confirmed/hetive
-..Level : Tard Controller
Mewbership Expires : 0000-00-00

=== Your Statistics =====================
For E00&6-0&6-1Z through E00&6-0&-12

————————————————————————— Sites ——----—-————— oo oo
[Legend: ID# - Your Description - Site status - #/views]

1l - Welcome #1 - Approved/ictive - 573

Z - Welcome #Z - Approved/ictive - E72

2 - Varifearch / webmasters card - Approwvedsleotive - 579
5 - Welcome #3 - Approved/ictiwe - 580

& - Spam Arrest - Warning/active - 0O

7 - EBmiley Central - Approved/lctiwe - 572

17 - Shalom Referral Page — Approved/hictive - 573
18 - Zhalom Cash Partners - Approved/Active - 573
1% - Brastart page - Lpproved/lctiwve - 579

20 - I need wy hits referral - Approved/Paused - 0
Z1 - Silent hits co {(uk) - Approved/Actiwe - 572
26 - News Page - Approved/ictiwve - E79

37 - Traffic Roundun - Avbroved/Active - 5735

Scroll to the bottom of this page:

Include Member Statistics from |2006-06-12 through 2006-06-18
Users by...

O

@Status @ Merbers with activity O all registered members

Subject: | TtEx'Weekly Statistics

Message below:

(531, Reminders:
. N [*%S#: 0=handle, 1=narne,

Here are your weekly Statistics: 2ewebm'r

[%-: row of dashes

[%=: row of equal signs

[%I: id of user

[%U: user info dump

[%F: norrmal anti-spam footer

[%I: id of user

A
[}

A

—
A
L =

[] Do not add referral bonuses during mailing

Un-check to send... [ Edit/Send Email

If the layout looks good, Un-check that bottom checkbox, and click Edit/Send. Alternatively, edit what’s in the
message field, and leave that bottom checkbox checked to view the output again.



Once you hit Edit/Send with the last checkbox UN checked, your system will delay as it generates the
messages. Generally, if you have less than 1,000 recipients, this will run in under 15-20 seconds, and the last
page will draw (which lists all the users the message was sent to).

As your site grows past about 1,000 active users, this page will appear to time out. Do not be concerned: The

messages will all go out: The time out is because your browser got tired of waiting for the page to redraw.

Discussing the member selection block:
Most webmasters have tripped up on this one. Improper selections will lead to messages such as:

Query failed: You have an error in your SQL syntax. Check the manual that corresponds to your MySQL server version for the right
syntax to use near 'ORDER BY UserID' at line 1
Query was: SELECT * FROM Users WHERE ORDER BY UserID

Warning: mysql_fetch_array(): supplied argument is not a valid MySQL result resource in
/home/varis/public_html/trex/Control/Activity/Message.php on line 538

Examples of mistakes:

Users by... 25
®10
(O status | O Members with activity Call registered members w

Problem: Users By ID was selected, but no IDs were provided. Selution: put 1 or more user IDs in, separated
by commas, as shown below:

Users by... L
® 1 1,513,731, 297
(O status | O Members with activity Call registered members w

Next mistake

Users by... -
O
l@'Etatus ) Members with activity Call registered members bt

Problem: Users by Status was selected, but not status was selected. Solution: select either ‘members with
activity’ or ‘all registered members’, and this is then sendable.

Once you have the “Users By” selections set correctly, your mail system should work fine. Remember:
There are always 2 things to select, to determine who receives a mailing:
1. The left column indicates by ID or by Status

2. The right column must provide more info, based on which row in the left column was selected

End of Weekly Mailings documentation.




